A double-split gluteus maximus muscle flap for reconstruction of the rectal sphincter.
A double-split gluteus maximus muscle flap has been described as a method for reconstructing difficult cases of rectal sphincter disruption secondary to trauma. Anatomic considerations and three case reports are documented. All three patients have derived nearly complete rectal continence after this procedure. The use of the inferior portion of only one gluteus maximus muscle preserves posterior hip stability and the proximal neurovascular supply to the portion of muscle that surrounds the anus. This procedure could potentially be used for rectal sphincter reconstruction in selected cases after ablative surgery in the anal region.